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Of the many benefits of the merger 
between the Coast Guard Cuttermen’s 
Association and the Surface Navy 
Association, has been the connection 
with the Coast Guard Cuttermen we 
might not have otherwise met. As the 
merger has evolved, the relationship 

instrumental in arranging Coast Guard 
leaders as speakers at SNA events. 
He has served as a moderator with 
keen insight at SNA events including 
the National Symposium, Waterfront 
Conferences, and the Continuing the 
Conversation series highlighting Coast 
Guard service at sea. With Master 
Chief Bowen’s tireless work, the SNA/
Cutterman merger has resulted in 
a much stronger Association that 
highlights the contributions of both 
services. For his splendid effort we 
award him our Special Recognition 
Award, our Association’s highest honor.

between organizations has resulted 
in a stronger single Association. Chief 
among these reasons lies in the 
steadfast leadership of Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Coast Guard, Charles 
“Skip” Bowen. It is hard to find another 
individual who has worked as hard as 
Master Chief Bowen in developing a 
strong relationship between Coast 
Guard Cuttermen and U.S. Navy 
surface sailors within SNA. MCPOCG 
Bowen has been a life member of SNA 
since 2008 and has served as the 
National East Coast Vice President, 
Executive Committee Member, 
and a strong mentor within SNA. 
Through his leadership, Coast Guard 
Membership has been the strongest 
growth segment of SNA. He has been 

MCPOCG CHARLES “SKIP” BOWEN, III USCG (RET)

A key attribute of the Surface Navy 
Association is the ability to highlight 
Naval history through our newsletter, 
conferences, and programs. Our 
association with the late Mr. James 
Hornfischer began some fifteen years 
ago when we commenced having 
him as a speaker at our National 
Symposium Heritage Nights using 
highlights from his numerous books on 

vignettes that made a person feel like 
they were actually living within the 
pages of a specific book. 

With great sadness, The Surface Navy 
Association recognizes the profound 
loss resulting from the passing of Mr. 
Hornfischer, whose contributions in 
preserving Naval history as well as 
fostering numerous other authors 
to write on Navy History, cannot be 
replaced. For the legacy he leaves with 
us, Mr. Hornfischer is posthumously 
given the Surface Navy Association’s 
Special Recognition Award, our 
Association’s highest honor.

World War II battles and campaigns. As 
one of our most important influencers, 
motivators, and educators of Naval 
History, Mr. Hornfischer through his 
talks made history come alive in 
celebrating sailors and their remarkable 
performances in battle. His interaction 
with World War II veterans enabled our 
events to take on special meaning 
and provide a lasting memory of their 
heroic actions. His willingness to speak 
at our Chapter events with talks on his 
books such as: “The Last Stand of the 
Tin Can Sailor”, “Neptune’s Inferno, The 
US Navy at Guadalcanal”, “Service, A 
Navy Seal at War”, as well as his most 
recent book, “The Fleet at Flood Tide: 
America at Total War in the Pacific, 
1944-1945” will be long remembered 
by our membership. Each book edified 
and celebrated Navy history through 
storytelling, containing passionate 

MR. JAMES D. HORNFISCHER
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The foundation and backbone of the 
Surface Navy Association rests on 
the shoulders of our Chapters. The 
USS Constitution Chapter is a prime 
example of a Chapter of excellence, 
one that has been awarded the 
Chapter Excellence Award four times. 

the USS Constitution.  Through 
Captain Mauser’s leadership, the USS 
Constitution Chapter is held by all SNA 
members with the highest respect and 
esteem. Captain Mauser is simply put, 
a stalwart supporter of our Association 
who has placed service over self in 
promoting great causes that bring the 
Navy to the forefront of his hometown. 
For these special and numerous efforts, 
he is awarded the Special Recognition 
Award, our Association’s highest honor.

The Chapter’s President for many 
years has been Captain William Mauser. 
Captain Mauser has dedicated his life to 
promoting and supporting the Surface 
Navy Association in many worthy ways. 
He joined SNA in 1988 and became a 
life member in 2007, when he began 
recruiting the membership of the USS 
Constitution chapter. Serving in nearly 
every leadership position, CAPT Mauser 
has been the chapter treasurer, chief 
membership recruiter and President 
from 2013 until his recent retirement. 
With Captain Mauser’s leadership, he 
was the Co-Chairman in establishing 
the George Sirian Award in 2002. He 
has supported and organized the 
selection and presentation of this 
award for the past 20 years onboard 

CAPT WILLIAM MAUSER, USN (RET)




